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Wild Wonders activity kits 
distributed to community libraries 
and MCHPP food pantry to get 
children outdoors on home 
learning days

960

177
Virtual 
meetings and 
webinars

436
Views of Sarah & Carey’s (CREA 

Educators) virtual field trips and online 
nature-based science lessons

895
People enjoyed 
CREA’s virtual 
Speakers series 

96 People attended 
in person guided 
walks

261
CREA Members

4 new members joined the CREA Board bringing a diverse 
array of experience and expertise to the organization

1new CREA office at 
179 Neptune Drive 
in Brunswick

15
CREA Nature Investigator videos 
created by 2020 summer interns to 
engage youth in summer adventures, 
nature-based art and hands-on 
science exploration.

4 In person 
teacher 
trainings

A N N U A L  R E P O R T

2 StoryWalks for self-guided family adventures 
(Brunswick Landing & the Preserve). Translations 
available in French, Portuguese and English at the 
Brunswick StoryWalk.

13
community 
programs



To deepen ecological awareness through nature-based learning among students, educators, and 
the public; to promote environmental stewardship; and to foster wise use of the Cathance River 
Nature Preserve.

OUR 
MISSION

We believe in the power of in-person, nature-based 

programs to educate and inspire and that will remain our 

chosen method of delivering services. But denied that option 

in most of 2020 due to the pandemic, we pivoted to new 

ways of providing teachers, students, and community 

members the means to independently teach, learn, or 

experience the wonders of the natural world. The past year 

gave us a unique opportunity to explore new ideas and tools.

We assisted schools by facilitating outdoor learning, training 

teachers (virtually and in person), enhancing outdoor learning 

spaces, creating curriculum-integrated, virtual field trips for 

elementary classes, and developing remote-friendly, nature-

based science lessons for student home learning days. 

We hosted a broad array of monthly virtual speakers on 

topics ranging from loons to bird decline to the role of fire 

on the Maine landscape. The pause in in-person programs 

allowed us to undertake some key improvements to trail 

infrastructure and maintenance of the Ecology Center. 

We moved our office, where we’re meeting new community 

members. In collaboration with Brunswick-Topsham Land 

Trust, our new neighbor at Brunswick Landing, we supported 

families with nature-based activity kits that children could do 

at home, distributed through Mid Coast Hunger Prevention 

Program and local libraries. 

We got children adventuring outside with our CREA Nature 

Investigators video series and a new Storywalk in the 

meadow behind our office. And, our new translation team is 

making Storywalk books available to a broader audience.

Looking back on 2020, the theme of gratitude comes to 

mind. First, gratitude for the donors who were able to 

continue their support for CREA, enabling us to support 

nature-based learning from home. Second, gratitude for the 

wide community of people and organizations that make our 

work possible. And last but not least, gratitude for the natural 

world and the solace it brought to many of us during a 

solitary and difficult time. More than ever, we value our 

partnership with you in the all-important mission of 

connecting people with nature and ensuring a sustainable 

future.

CREA ADAPTS 

FINANCE

THANK
YOU

Your membership and 
legacy gifts keep CREA 
strong. Together, we 
are inspiring a 
sustainable future by 
engaging people of all 
ages with the wonders 
of the natural world.

creamaine.org/give-now

2020 GRANTORS & BUSINESS DONORS

CREA thanks the following community members, foundations and organizations for their 
steadfast support during fiscal year 2020-2021.

OUR 
FUTURE

FOUNDATIONS
Alfred M. Senter Fund
Frances R. Dewing Foundation
Fund for Maine Land Conservation
George Ramlose Foundation
Harold Alfond Foundation
Maine Community Foundation
Merrymeeting Bay Trust
The Onion Foundation
Stephen and Tabitha King Foundation

BUSINESS MEMBERS
Androscoggin Animal Hospital, Apogee 
Adventures, Battelle, Camden Writers, Cape 
Neddick Woolens, Carpe Diem Tech Suppor t, 
Country Fare, Licht Environmental Design, 
Morning Glory Natural Foods, Now You’re 
Cooking, Office of Cornelia C. Viek, CPA, Riley 
Insurance Agency, LLC., Site Design Associates, 
Stantec Consulting, Taco the Town, Topsham 
Garden Club, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

COMMUNITY MEMBERS & DONORS

Jane Abernethy
Rosslyn Adams
Mariel Alexandre 
Pat and Robert Allen
Frances Ambrose
Dick and Bonnie Anderson
Monica and Charles Annable
Dana Appleby
Ellen Asherman
Lee Attix
Ken and Vera Ault
Donald and Judy Auten
Katharine and Brad Babson
Donna and Greg Barmore
Roger and Constance Barras
David and Geri Bassett
Diane Belliveau
Ellen and Doug Bennett
Nancy Bennett
Mark and Karen Bergeron
John and Jane Berry
Howard and Nancy Bliss
Claude and Ann Bonang
Michelle and Lester Borodinsky
Vanessa Bourque
Margaret Boyle and Andrew Lardie
Gordon Brigham
Frank Broadbent
Judith Brown
Lewis and Mary Brown
Nina Brown
Paul and Elaine Brown
Matt Burne
Alan Burns
Susan and Franklin Burroughs
John Fischer
Dana Cary
Jessie Chalmers & Jaed Coffin
Ingrid Chalufour
Winnie and James Chan
Stephen and Lynda Chandler
J. Peter and Sarah Chingos
Valerie and Alroy Chow

Ron and Kristine Christensen
Fred Cichocki and Ginny Freeman
Laina Clugston
Tahnthawan Coffin
Peter and Elizabeth Cole
Jay Collier 
Susanne Colson
Jerry and Barbara Combs
Allen and Jacquelyn Cressy
Norman and Linda Curthoys
Gretchen and Gerry Davis
Suzanne Astolfi and Steve Davis
Richard and Sarah Dedek
Robert and Judy Dent
Rick and Barbara Diamond
Jordan Doherty
Diane and Dan Doiron
Rebecca Drewette-Card
Hannah Dring
Thomas and Kathy Dubel
Elizabeth Durrell 
Elizabeth Eaton
Louisa Edgerton
David and Shirley Edwards
Heather and Nick Estabrook
Glenn Evans
David and Michele Eye
Joseph and Caroline Feely
Peter Felsenthal and Jennifer Litchfield
Martha Fisher
John Fitzgerald
Ann Flannery
Donald Forsyth
Bruce and Elizabeth Found
Jeannette and Neil Gallagher
Janet Galle
Ann Gardner 
Richard and Mary Gardner
Robert Gardner and Nancy Riley
Kimberly Gates
Mike & Caryl Giggey
George and Martha Gilmore
William Glidden and Katherine Lyon

Jim Graham and Lee Dickson
Patricia Gribben
Olivia Griset
Elizabeth Grobe
Phil Grubbs and Donna Rogers
Kathleen and Robert Halliday
Owen Haskell
Kathleen Heath
Ray and Diane Hender
Patricia Hendrickson
Mary Hepburn
Tamara and Frances Herrick
Roger and Charlotte Hewson
Ana Hicks
Seth Holbrook
Nate and Melissa Hoy
Maggie Jansson
Gordon and Eileen Johnson
William Johnston and Rosita Moore
David and Janet Keffer
Judy and David Kelly
Rev. Gail and Cy Kendrick
Jack and Sue Kennedy
Richard and Reta King
Andrew and Jennifer Kosak
Ronald and Elaine Kurtz
Nancy Kurtz
Mary Alden Laird
Sarah and Henry Laurence
Lauren Leclerc
Elizabeth Lee and Elliott Miller
Scott Libby and Angela Twitchell
John Lichter and Kathy Claerr
Jane and Bill Littlefield
Barry Logan
Linda and Alex Long
Abigail and Daniel Lopez
Edward and Barbara Lovely
Suzanne Lovett
Anne Lowe
Ms Susan Lowery
Sharon MacCallum
Sarah and Sean Magenis
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“Breaking News about the Enchanted Forest! The 
second half of the forest trail is now OPEN.  It is 
blazed with bright green ribbon.  And, over the 
break, our fabulous CREA volunteers (could they 
be the real fairies of the forest??) have installed 
new decking for the bridge at the turning point of 
the trail.” 

Kate Furbish ElementaryTeacher, 
Jeanne Stinson

Sally Mann
Eileen Martin and Kathleen Connors
Lisa and Burnham Martin
Judith McCollum
Claire D. McCrea
Ruth McCrea
John McKee
Callie and Shawn McMahon
Sarah McMahon
Thomas and Ellie McMahon
Janet Mead
Christian and Mary Meier
Al Miller
Margaret Miller
Vida Mitchell
Hugh Moore
Joan and David Morse
Bruce & Abbie Mott
Mary and Mark Mueller
Barbara Murphy
Stephen Naculich & Mary O'Brien
David Nagler & Claudia Brzoza
Elizabeth Nelson and Mark Margerum
Erik Nelson & Lisa Ledwidge
Jeff and Ann Nelson
Michael and Lucretia Nelson
Randy and Joy Nelson
Flower Noble
Alexis Nolan
Laura and Tom O'Brien

Curtis Obery D.M.D. and Lisa Obery
Susan and Chad Olcott
Marlene Oliver
Pamela Park
Jim Parmentier 
Anthony and Christine Patton
Kathy and Tim Paul
Steve Pelletier and Mary Hobson
Michael Perry & Christine Wolfe
Robert and Joanne Perry
Tina Phillips
Larissa and Curtis Picard
Alice Ponziani
Kathleen and Robert Potvin
Susan and Adam Rae-Reeves
Donald and Sharon Rahn
John and Carla Rensenbrink
Elizabeth Rensenbrink and Anne 
Karczewski
Joan Reynolds
Mike Rosenzweig
Eric Rossborough
John and Jeanne Ruid
Darcy and Gerhard Saas
Don and Louise Salvatore
Carole Sargent
Diane Schetky
Emilie Schmidt Howell and Stuart Howell
Edward and Betsy Schmidt
Clair Schreiber

Mary Schreiber
Jennifer Schreiner & Jeremy Roux
David and Dorothy Selleck
John Shattuck
Hillary and Vin Shende
Alina Shumsky and David Chatalbash
Sarah Singer
Barbara Smith
Gordon and Mary Beth Smith
Jan and Maureen Smith
Kermit and Deborah Smyth
Barbara and Craig Snapp
Charles Speer
Amy and Jonathan Spelke
Darwin and Kathleen Stanley
Don and Darel Stein
Elizabeth Stemmler
Deirdre Strachan and Jose Mas
Ron and Joann Strand
Charles and Sherrill Strauss 
Emily and Ben Swan
David Tarbet and Carol Flynn
Sheldon and Denise Tepler
Capt. Frank Tesar and Susan Tesar
Danielle Tetreau
Richard Thomas and Anne Garty
Susan Thorner
Kenneth and Eve Thorson
Karen Tilbor
Lee Townley

Sara Townsend
Adelaide Trafton
Melvin Tremper
Ryan & Danielle Triffitt
Priscilla Trudell
Jeanne Tuttle
Wendy Van Damme
Lloyd Van Lunen and Margaret Wilson
Pam and Derek VanVolkenburgh
David and Trish Vaughn
Elizabeth Volckening
Jill Wallace
Jack and Gina Wallace
Wendy Walsh and Jerielle Young
Kathleen and Bruce Ward
William and Frances Weatherbie
Steven Weems
Carolyn Welch
Genie and Nat Wheelwright
David and Marjorie Whipple
Nancy Wilkes
Robert & Ann Williams
Sarah-Jane Wing
Edward and Linda Wolcott
Sarah Wolpow and Stephan Bamberger
Ellen and Peter Wood

“The presenters have been such 
interesting speakers and despite the 
challenge of being virtual have 
managed to keep the presentations 
challenging and eye catching.  Great 
pictures and stories added to each 
presentation.  You have done a great 
job of choosing interesting and diverse 
topics.  Keep up the good work.“

“My favorite part about nature is when it’s just 
starting to turn to summer and all of the flowers are 
starting to bloom and all of the animals are starting to 
come out of hibernation. It’s so peaceful and the 
perfect getaway from all your troubles.”

Darby (12), Soul Design Trio


