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    This summer eighty 
four children grades 2-5 
made history as they par-
ticipated in CREA’s first 
ever summer nature camp 
at the Cathance River 
Ecology Center. There, 
approximately 21 campers 
attended each week from 
9-3 Tues-Friday. The camp 
started on July 17th and 
ran for four weeks. The 
camp was staffed by four 
teachers and four counsel-
ors who ran the campers 
through a round robin of 
nature based activities.   
     Campers spent time 
combining art, literature, 
and science while also en-
joying group games and a 
touch of free time for ex-
ploration and hiking. A 
grant from the Horizon 

Foundation allowed for 
some partial and full scholar-
ships and money for staff 
and counselors. 
       All campers went fish-
ing, caught frogs, and went 
on hikes.  Some campers 
had the opportunity to see a 
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Snapping Turtle up close as 
well as several Painted Tur-
tles.  Fortunate campers 
also were able to glimpse a 
mink and see a porcupine 
up close.  

(see page two) 
 

    A group of science teach-
ers from Morse, Mt.Ararat 
and Brunswick high schools 
received in-depth training 
recently on regional water-
sheds as part of a workshop 
initiated and hosted by 
CREA and the Bowdoin 
College Geology Depart-
ment.  
     Bowdoin College Profes-
sor Peter Lea organized the 
summer workshop, funded 
by the Merrymeeting Bay 
Trust, with the intention of 
developing a watershed 
community dedicated to 

education, research and 
stewardship.  Rick Wilson, 
CREA Executive Director, 
guided participants through 
CREA's Ecology Center in 
Topsham and then to the 
Cathance River to "get their 
feet wet" testing various 
physical, chemical and bio-
logical water-quality indica-
tors.  CREA, with Merry-
meeting Bay Trust support, 
is providing each school 
with an equipment closet 
that includes water moni-
toring equipment for them 
to use next school year. 

Visit our website to see our   
under water data logger 
that records six water qual-
ity parameters from the top 
of the Cathance River falls.   




